





15 May 1829. 




(Ireland.) 



bill 

To amend the Laws relating to Corone 
in Ireland. 



[Note. — The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted 
in the Committee.] 



f © C& lit <fc 3 & an Act was passed in the Parliament of preamble: 
Ireland in the sixth year of the reign of Queen Ann, inti- 6 Ann > c< 7 * 
tuled, “ An Act for lessening Sheriffs Fees on Executions,” 
whereby after reciting that through the great corruption and par- 
5 tiality of Sub-Sheriffs and their Bailiffs it had become very difficult 
to have any mesne process or execution duly executed, but that 
returns were made, that the party against whom such process or 
execution issued was not to be found, and that he had no lands or 
goods, although the contrary was true, it was enacted. That where 
1 o any Sheriff should, on any mesne process or execution, return that, 
the person against whom such mesne process or execution should 
issue could not be found, or that he had not any goods or lands, in 
such case the party plaintiff might take out the same or any other 
mesne process or execution, directed to all or any of the Coroners 
15 of the said county, who should and might execute the same without 
any further direction or regard to the said Sheriffs, any former law, 
statute or usage to the contrary notwithstanding ; and that thereupon 
the said Coroner or Coroners should be authorized and empowered 
to take bail for the appearance of such person or persons taken by 
20 him or them on mesne process, as the Sheriff might have done, and 
should be liable to an action in case of any escape of any person in 
his or their custody on such mesne process or execution, as the 
Sheriff should have been if the said writ had been executed by him, 
and that the said Coroner or Coroners should and might take such 
fees, and no other or more, for execution of the said several writs, 
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3 Geo. IV. 
c. 1X5. s. 6. 
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than as was by the said Act appointed ; and in case the said Coroner 
or Coroners should commit any person or persons so taken by them 
to the county gaol, the gaoler was thereby directed and required to 
receive and detain them : 

And whereas by an Act passed in the third year of His present 5 
Majesty’s reign, intituled, “ An Act to regulate the qualifications of 
1 f* ersons holding the office of Coroner in Ireland,” it was amongst 
other things enacted, That no writ or process in any civil suit or action 
should in any case be awarded to any Coroner in Ireland, except in 
cases in which the Sheriff to whom such process should be awarded 10 
should be interested in the suit, or should be of kindred either to the 
plaintiff or defendant; by which said last-mentioned enactment, the 
said provisions of the said Act of Queen Ann were repealed : And 
whereas such repeal has been found to be of mischievous conse- 
. 'I 1 * 006 5 « therefore qSuacteb, by the KING’s most Excellent 15 

Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament 
assembled, and by the Authority of the same, THAT so much of 
the said Act of the third year of His present Majesty as is herein- 
before recited, shall be and the same is hereby repealed ; and that 20 
the said provisions of the said Act of Queen Ann shall be and the 
same are hereby revived and re-enacted. 



AND whereas by the said Act passed in the third year of the 
reign of His present Majesty, it was also enacted, that no person 
should be capable of being elected or chosen to the office of Coroner 25 
for any county in Ireland, who should not have an estate of the 
value therein mentioned, but no provision is by the said Act 
made with respect to the qualification of persons electing Coroners 
of counties: And whereas it has been found that such Elections 
have, in consequence of the number of persons claiming a right to 30 
vote thereat, been in some instances much protracted, to the great 
inconvenience of Sheriffs holding such Elections and to the interrup- 
tion of their other duties and to the danger of the public peace ; BE 
it therefore Enacted, That from and after the commencement of this 
Act, no person shall be permitted to vote at any Election for the 35 
office of Coroner in any county in Ireland, unless such person shall 
be, at the time when he claims so to vote, qualified by law to vote at 
an Election fora Knight of the Shire to serve in'Parliament for such 
county, of which qualification the certificate by law prescribed of 
their registry of the freehold of such person shall be sufficient 
evidence. 

AND whereas at Inquests held by Coroners upon the bodies of 
deceased persons, great difficulty exists in procuring the attendance 
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of witnesses duly qualified to give evidence as to the cause of the 
death of such persons, by reason of the want of any power to remu- 
nerate such witnesses for their trouble and loss of time; BE it 
Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for any Coroner, before 
5 whom any physician, surgeon, apothecary, chemist, or other person 
practising medicine or surgery, shall, in pursuance of a summons 
from such Coroner, attend and be examined relative to the death of 
any deceased person, to grant to such witness an order, signed by 
sucli Coroner, upon the treasurer of the county or county of a city 
10 within which such Inquest shall be held, for such sum, not exceed- 
ing Five pounds, as to such Coroner shall seem fit; and the treasurer 
upon whom such order shall be given shall pay the same to the 
person presenting it ; and the amount of every such payment shall 
be raised off the county or county of the city by the grand jury, in 
r 5 like manner as other sums authorized to be presented and levied’ bv 
such grand jury. 

And be it Enacted, That no election for the office of Coroner 
shall continue longer than Ten days from the day of the delivery of 
the writ for holding such election. 
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l o Geo. IV. — Sess. 1 829. 



